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Dear friends. In this edition of the Presbyterian Link we celebrate Christ, our risen Lord and Saviour with you. The underly-
ing theme is the UPCSA as a Missional Church. Our prayer is that you will be encouraged in every way. We look forward to
receiving your feedback and articles for future publications. Yours because of Christ, the Communications Committee.

From the Moderator’s Desk ......

I've stolen the title
above from Eugene
Petersen (author of
The Message) and it
has become a funda-
mental part of my life
A since first reading it.
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work, is the Head of
the Church, is praying
for us now, and will
return to judge the
living and the dead and
= He will hand all things
to the Father for the glory of God... because He is alive.

For many years | have been the “Sponsor” of alcoholics.
This means that | get to meet on a regular basis
(preferably once a week) with someone who is trying to
recover from their addiction to alcohol. The AA pro-
gramme places a huge emphasis on the sponsor and im-
parts considerable authority to the sponsor in helping the
recovering alcoholic, as they say, “reach his sobriety”. For
me that simply means to become well again. | never feel
the need to exercise the authority part because the key
lies with the alcoholic practising sobriety — practising be-
ing dry. | sit in amazement at people who have recovered
from alcoholism (or any other addiction) and are able to
say “l am an alcoholic, but | practise sobriety”.

| once had a member at Bellville who at a particular pray-
er meeting told me he had come to celebrate that day his
50" birthday which | knew was false because he was in his
seventies. When | asked him what he meant — to my ab-
solute shock because | did not know — he said “l am an
alcoholic, Rod and it is my 50™ birthday today. | have
been dry for 50 years”. | then asked him “when last did
you feel like you needed a drink?” Again, his answer
shocked me. With a steady eye and a now very steady
hand he said to me “You silly man, | felt like a drink on the
way down here and I'll probably feel like a drink on the
way home”. This is practising for over 50 years. Moment

by moment. Day by day. Week by week. Year by year. In

P RA C TI S E THE RE S Uj\';i,r_gnﬁﬂtt olf.fz1ilurbarKj|success he practises being a

So let me reintroduce myself to you: My name is Rod,
and | am a sinner and my sin makes me believe that | am
guilty and deserve to be judged by God and death is not
an unfair punishment. However my sin utterly confuses
me with regard to the truth (just as alcohol confuses the
brain and emotions). Of course, | am loved by the Lord
Jesus who is alive and | am forgiven for more than | can
compute and not death but eternal life, and not hell but
the presence of Christ, is what | can enjoy now and forev-
er and forever. | have to practise the Resurrection.

Paul said if Christ was not raised, we as Christians deserve
more pity than anyone in the world. It is such a candid
comment about the stupidity of believing in something
that is just not true.

== When my little 6
- year old, born
outside of the
apartheid vyears,
heard the word
“apartheid” and
asked me to ex-
plain it to her

and | did my
best, her re-
sponse was

“That will never work: it’s stupid” and | wondered how
many other children could see what, as adults, we were
determined not to see.

So Easter calls us to practise the Resurrection — He is alive,
He is with you as you read this, He loves you as you read
this, and does not count our sins against us. In His own
words “l have not come to condemn”.

God bless you in this Easter time as you sing all the great
hymns, read these enormously beautiful passages of
Scripture about Christ, practise the Resurrection and say
often this ancient creed of the Church “Christ has died,
Christ is risen, Christ will come again”.

Much love, Rod.
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THE M| _S BA @N D C HU 'Re@czp.lcongregation is where mission really happens.

By Jerry Pil

Gener al

Dear Friends,

Grace and peace to you in
the name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ!

As we find ourselves in this
time of lent steadily moving
towards Easter, we are re-
minded afresh that the real
purpose of the Church is to
proclaim Jesus as the crucified and Risen Lord of the
world. The Apostle Paul makes this abundantly clear in
stating in 1 Corinthians 2:2: ¢ C2 NJ L
Ay3a gKAES @gAGK
In the same breath he claims that he was sent to preach
thegospel GC2NJ 6KS YSaalr3as 27
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Thus we have developed a strategic plan which prioritizes

a the development of missional congregations. The follow-
Secr et iagdgram (figure 1) captures this:

Our task is to empower and equip local congregations to
proclaim the good news of life in Jesus Christ as they
serve the communities in which they are found, and be-
yond, with the love and grace of God. The picture here is
probably that of the early Christians in Acts chapter 2:42ff
whoda RS@20SR GKSYaSt@gSa (2
0KS FStft26aKALE ONBIF1Ay3
AKALE aSttAy3a GKSAN LRaa
2YSHK2 gl aN YSRB | like to believe that the latter in-
cluded others in the community and not just believers. It
is no wonder thenthat a 1 KS [ 2 NR |
RIAf @ GKZéS gK2 6SNB
02 3{2 0K
W@’?'d&%”greﬁaﬁfﬂﬁv\

members internally so that they may go out (externally)

G iRisthe gqEuply, whegeverstheysate odppgelltanh

LISNA AKAY IS té\edéﬁﬁerlagzjove,d%esence and power of thé crucified

GK2as8 ¢6K2 | NB
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2 F D@dRré:17-18). His bold

intention is that others may also
come to know about the sacrificial
and saving love of Jesus on the cross
and, indeed, the power of the resur-
rection which brings hope, joy and
life. This, no doubt, is the core pur-
pose of the church.

It is not surprising then that the UP-
CSA has set Evangelism as one of its
key priorities and, in essence, all &
other mission priorities evolve and
revolve around this as we proclaim
Christ both in Word and deeds. We
understand Christian mission to be
a wide and inclusive complex of ac-
tivities aimed at the realization of
the reign of God in history. It in-
cludes evangelism but is at the
same time much wider than that.
Perhaps one could say that mission
is the ‘cutting edge’ of the Christian

Reconcilliation

Evangelism
&

Discipleship

Health
Wellbeing i
& Justice

& Support
Missional
Congregations

Stewardship

Figure 1

movement — that activist streak in the church’s life that
refuses to accept the world as it is and keeps on trying to
change it, prodding it on towards God’s final reign of jus-
tice, peace and transformation. Mission then is not just
the “saving of souls” but also the transformation of the
world in which we live.

The 2012 General Assembly agreed on the following mis-
sion priorities for the UPCSA: (1) Evangelism, (2) Sup-
porting the development of misssional congregations, (3)
Health, wellbeing and securing justice, (4) Engaging in
reconciliation and unity, and (5) Stewardship.

and Risen Lord. As we proclaim Christ we work for justice,
peace and the transformation of society to reflect the
glory and reign of God. Well, is your local church doing
this? Isn’t it about time that we undertook what | refer to
asa ‘YA &aA 2 yadWe cabdo$h®d byQsking the fol-
lowing questions:

a) Are we exercising a mere Y I A Y (i Snyfnlistyy OrSre

weaY A & & doBgédation?

b) Are we focusing on survival or are we fulfilling our pur-
pose as a church?
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c¢) Is our ministry focus just internal or are we interested
in what is going on in the community?

d) What projects and programmes are we involved in as a
local church which uplift and impact the community
around us?

e) What is most of our congregational budget used for?

f) What percentage of this is used to engage mission?

g) What organisations and groups are we working with
to “make a difference” in our community?

h) How are our ministries structured to reach out to oth-
ers in the name of Jesus Christ?

How are we equipping members for ministry in the
“market place”? Are we simply ‘playing’ church on Sun-
days?

These are all important questions which enable us to con-
sider whether we are a Church-shaped mission or a mis-
sion-shaped Church. The former describes a church which
sees mission as something attached to its purpose and the
latter sees mission as the purpose of the church.

The mission-shaped church is focused not just on what
goes on in the congregation but on the realization of
God’s kingdom on earth. It is geared and structured to
reach out to the community in which it is found; equip-
ping and sending out believers to be the hands, feet, and
voice of God as we witness with love and humility to the
crucified and Risen Lord! May God’s Holy Spirit prompt
you to be a missional church, if you are not already there!
Shalom!

TOWARDS A MI SS|

A Précis of an artcl e

The church of the 21 century is gearing itself up and hav-
ing conversations about becoming missional. It is pleasing
that the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa
(UPCSA) is also embarking on a journey towards becoming
a missional church Hence one of our mission priorities is
“Supporting the development of missional congrega-
tions.” Hirsch (2006:152) argues however that, “If we real-

goFm

1:25-26 (Niv)

“Jesus said to her, “f am the
resurrection and the ﬁlﬁ‘. He
who Belicves inme will five,
even though he dies; and
whoever [ives and believes in

me will never dic,

The Resurrec

“The resurrection of Christ from the dead is reported by
the four Gospels, taught in the Epistles, believed through-
out Christendom, and celebrated on every ‘Lord’s Day,’
as an historical fact, as the crowning miracle and divine
seal of his whole work, as the foundation of the hopes of
believers, as the pledge of their own future resurrection.
It is represented in the New Testament both as an act of
the Almighty Father who raised his Son from the dead,
and as an act of Christ himself, who had the power to lay
down his life and to take it again.”®® The ascension was
the proper conclusion of the resurrection: the risen life of
our Lord, who is ‘the Resurrection and the Life,” could not
end in another death on earth, but must continue in eter-
nal glory in heaven. Hence St. Paul says, ‘Christ being
raised from the dead dieth no more; death no more hath
dominion over him. For the death that he died he died
unto sin once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto
God.”

Schaff, P., & Schaff, D. S. (1910). | A & (1 2 NB
Charles Scribner’s Sons.

2T i KBewHNoikkN

ly want a missional church, then we must have a missional
leadership to drive it.” This article aims to expose the
origin of the word ‘missional’.

Roxburgh and Boren (2009:30) assert that the words Y A &

& A 2ngd O K dzhikB fised together to define the church
that attracts, worships, equips, and then sends with the
purpose of bringing in more people. Because of this, peo-
ple conclude that being missional is not much different
from what they have been doing - a few individuals who

O e dhurch (@ tpdghd @sdn.

b yEd tStQtzeer 5&)2%’:10,&,'19928) Sa'rgt?es? ho%véjvenr gthuat

"missional’ is an important word because it doesn’t de-
scribe what we do as Christ-followers; it describes who
we are as Christ-followers... [sent] into the world for the
sake of the kingdom...Our mission is not our mission at all.
It's God’s. According to God’s will, Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit to empower those he would be sending into the
world... God doesn’t limit himself to working only through
the church, though the church is God’s plan for reaching
the world. So what we’re doing isn’t “taking God to oth-
ers”. We’re simply pointing out to people the presence of
God who is already among them.

Missional refers to a way of understanding theology as
being inherently focused on God’s purpose with humans
and creation. A stagnant or inward focused church dies
because it loses this identity. (Hendriks 2004:21).

Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch (2009:29-30) define mis-
sional as God’s mission in this world. The glory of God, not
the church, is the ultimate goal of mission. Our role as
the church, however, is a humble participation in his
grand scheme — the Kingdom of God which is much
broader than the church — it is cosmic in scope.
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just a program of the church. It defines the church as
God’s sent people. He (1998:4) asserts that a faith com-
munity cannot really understand God in a personal way
without participating in his missional praxis.

Hirsch one of the leading voices in the present discussion
on the missional church, gives us a concise definition. He
(2006: 285) states: “A missional church is a church that
defines itself, and organises its life around its real purpose
as an agent of God’s mission to the world. When the
church is in mission, it is the true church. The mission of
God flows direct- \ /
ly through every LY

believer and eve- -
ry community of
faith that ad-
heres to Jesus. To
obstruct this is to
block God’s pur-
poses in and
through his peo-
ple.”

#

Patrick Keifert (2006:37) agrees that this is God’s mission
not ours...For it is the reign of God that is near, not just
the church. The reign of God is far more than the church,
though of course the church continuously experiences the
breaking in of the reign of God. Keifert develops the phas-
es of transformation and renewal as discovering, experi-
menting, visioning for embodiment, learning and growing,
and sharing and mentoring.

Alan Roxburgh (2005:12) asserts that missional also ex-
presses that God’s mission is that which shapes and de-
fines all that the church is and does, They (2009:37-39)
describe their approach to an understanding of missional
church as one that is best conceived of as a journey of
discovering what God is doing in the world. By his very
nature God is a "sent one" who takes the initiative to re-

deem his creation. This principle is known as YA & & A 2

00 KS YA & aFadr2hyreasoif thabv Rréthe "sent"
people of God, the church is the instrument of God's mis-
sion in the world.

Mission is derived from the very nature of God. As the
Father sent the Son into the world and the Father and the
Son sent the Holy Spirit into the world, so the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit send the church into the world.
Mission is seen as the church’s participation in the send-
ing of God. Because mission is God’s priority, it is not the
church’s initiative. The church is working with the sending
God to bring God’s love to the world. Bosch (1991:392)
writes: “Mission has its origin in the heart of God. This
Trinitarian point of entry into our theology of the church
necessarily shifts all the accents in our ecclesiology.

Bosch (1991:389) asserts that, Karl Barth was one of the

/| KdzNDOKY

ffirst thdokbghaids ¥0 arffc@labImidsiéras ah Sstifify of God
0 KS OK dzNHBxés: “Misgion is 28otNIi Kimselfy fotNd\tk2 Icontext of ecclesiology or soteriology,

but in the context of the doctrine of the Trinity. The

church is itself an object of the YA & & ATBe cHurBhA @

changes from the one who sends into the one who is sent.
Bosch (1991:372) asserts that, these perspectives have
implications for our understanding of the church’s catho-
licity. Without mission, the church cannot be called catho-
lic. The church’s apostolicity is more than a mere aspect
of, or even the result of being a church, but also the con-
dition of it. The mission itself is as comprehensive as the
involvement of the triune God with his world. To put it
another way: the church exists because God is and has
always been saving the world and now has the honour of
being involved in and taking part in God’s ongoing acts of
saving deliverance in the church and in the world.

God needs the church as an instrument of mission, not
because he is incapable of reaching the people in other
ways, but because he chose to use the church. Newbigin
(1995:56) argues that there is church because there is
mission not vice versa. Bosch (1991:372) further argues
that it has become impossible to talk about church with-
out at the same time talking about mission. The church
must not therefore suppose its role is identical to the Y A
& A 2;ths Bukch is participating in the mission of God. It
is Jesus who determines the church’s mission in the
world, and therefore our sense of purpose and mission
comes from being sent by him into the world. The church
is a dynamic expression of the people of God in any given
place and culture.

The most important focal point of a missional church is far
beyond itself to the world that God loves, not inward to
the fellowship and institution that we treasure so much.
The missional church models itself after Jesus’ mission to
restore the poor, the unclean, and the wounded to the
community of God’s people.

The Resurrec

“The Christian church rests on the resurrection of its
Founder. Without this fact the church could never have
been born, or if born, it would soon have died a natural
death. The miracle of the resurrection and the existence
of Christianity are so closely connected that they must
stand or fall together. If Christ was raised from the dead,
then all his other miracles are sure, and our faith is im-
pregnable; if he was not raised, he died in vain and our
faith is vain. It was only his resurrection that made his
death available for our atonement, justification and sal-
vation; without the resurrection, his death would be the
grave of our hopes; we should be still unredeemed and
under the power of our sins. A gospel of a dead Saviour
would be a contradiction and wretched delusion. This is
the reasoning of St. Paul, and its force is irresistible.”

Schaff, P., & Schaff, D. S. (1910). | A & (i 2 NB i K Bew KoKk

Charles Scribner’s Sons.
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Having outlined the concept of the missional church, |
concur with Craig van Gelder and Dwight J. Zscheile
(2011:149) as they assert that there is no model for what
a missional church looks like. Rather, missional church
needs to be defined by the church’s dynamic participation
in the Triune God’s movement in the world. Missional
church is a habit of mind and heart, a posture of openness
and discernment, and a faithful attentiveness both to the
Spirit’s presence and to the world that God so loves.

This is only a précis. You can view or download the full
article at:
Www.upcsa.org.za/docs-temp/MissionalChurch.pdf

A Ml SSI

By Réde Theo

What does a “Missional Congregation” look like?
If Mission and Missional are about continuing the work
that God began in the world through Christ and His King-
dom and if the Mission of God is about His radically inclu-
sive love for people and the world for the glory of His
name, then how should a local congregation view itself
and its work?

Way back in 1986 when | became a member of SAINTS
Presbyterian in Centurion, Pretoria, | attended a new
members course run by lan Bernhardi. The booklet we
used had a picture on the cover that | still use in our new
members course today.

The picture on the cover shows a diverse group of people
who are bound together with a big gift ribbon. They’re all
smiling — being the Church is a good thing.

The Church is a gift in many senses:

9 Itis God’s gift to us: A place where we may find com-
fort, help, and inspiration in our journey of faith.

9 As the Church we are God’s gift to the world because
God’s plan is to reach the world through the church.

9 Being the Church, in the way that He planned, is our
worship — our gift to Him.

Let's approach the definition of “Missional Congregation”
through the lens of the “gift” illustration:

A Gift to Us

ON A LT | QOXINN?G Rigstor@ fyngregation offers an experience of God-

Groeneve

QOramunity. It is a gift when a local congregation becomes
a showcase of Christ's radically inclusive love — a place
where people find acceptance and healing. In Ephesians 4
Paul outlines the master plan for the church and the ben-
efits of being involved: We become mature, secure, truth-
speaking and Godward-growing (v.13-16.). Then “from
Him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work.” (Eph4:16)

A Gift to the Community

A Missional Congregation adds value to its neighbourhood
— not only because it is an example of the love of Christ,
but because it makes God's gracious presence and favour
felt in the community. Whether the issue is social, charity
or justice related, local congregations are uniquely poised
to make a difference either as a congregation or through
its members. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus calls us to
be preserving, flavouring and purifying salt and He calls us
to be darkness-dispelling and illuminating light. (Mt.5)

3 \.// = > 4 v ‘
The church as a gift to the Community: Christmas dinner for the
homeless at Bellville Presbyterian Church.

A Gift back to God

Paul reminds us of the destiny of all creation: “For from
Him and through Him and to Him are all things”.
(Rom.11:36) When the local church is a place of power-
struggles, manipulations, hidden-agendas then it will fail
at being a gift back to God.
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But missional congregations keep the Triune God at the
centre. They passionately seek the will of God. In mission-
al congregations people are accepted in love. Missional
congregations infiltrate their communities with the love
and justice of the kingdom of God (like yeast infiltrates
the dough.) When this happens, God is glorified: “Your
kingdom come, Your will be done — on earth as it is in
heaven.”

Conclusion

This is what it is to be a missional congregation: A place
where people experience the healing, accepting and life-
transforming love of Christ; a servant-hearted team that
impacts the community through its presence, activities
and members; and a sign-post revealing God's goodness
and glory.

ThePC8&4 a

AZi mbabwean
Muf anebadza,

Mi S s i

Mi ni

Introduction

The UPCSA is
a Church
seeking tol
intentionally Ja
pursue A
“missional”

“diverse

community
of reformed Christians” seeking prayerfully to know and
obey God. “Missional” means to be sent into the world to
serve. Many of the UPCSA activities have been reframed

to witness prophetically to Christ in line with Y A & a A-2

the sending God. Thus understanding God as a mission-
ary has led us to believe we are God’s agents/ instru-
ments in God’s mission in the world. The church and eve-
ry believer represents God, thus going beyond the church
community, carrying work into every sphere of life - into
the non-Christian culture.

Church with a mission

The UPCSA in Zimbabwe has Justice and Peace as one of
its essential and organizing principles, carried out
through workshops on health and HIV/ AIDS, Christian
solidarity and social responsibility (JSR), mission and evan-
gelism by starting churches, building schools and clinics
such as the success stories at Mhondoro and Lomagundi
clinics; the Presbyterian High School (Mhondoro); Gloag
High School and David Livingstone High. The church has
patterned its work after God’s work in Christ Jesus—going
out to needy people to work for God and to please Him.
The UPCSA here is functioning as a missional church in the
stewardship of God’s resources, by impacting people’s
lives, securing justice, peace and people’s well being and

on

PerspecRewv Gam
ster

Lo ma:_%iﬁnrﬁj nitnng

by uniting and reconciling all God’s people.

Skills development: The UPCSA in Zimbabwe continues to
bear witness to the saving love of Christ through estab-
lishing soup kitchens at St Columbu’s Church for boys and
girls on the Mutare streets. Lunchtime meals are served
to disadvantaged people during the week, accompanied
by two preaching devotions per week and prayer for heal-
ing once per month. Contacts are made through the
soup kitchen or prayer walks. Further, the church engag-
es in a masters’ kitchen, where, on Thursday mornings,
cooking and baking skills are taught to impoverished peo-
ple. Sewing lessons are also offered and with these skills
people are capable of maintaining healthy families and
generating extra income. At St Columbus women are en-
couraged to enrol for one year and graduates are sup-
ported in making and marketing products from their
Aafls suchGs b\agu FkeCarkd jerseys. The church pro-
vicigsgalciliges aDnd coc?ke{s ﬁ”g p.rovides an.d repairs sew-
clhme . A a(llve"c_:y of African products,
inly animals, are prorc?uce% primarily by women.

Further, the church has engagedinC2 dzy Rl a8 2 Yy &

A g/where members work on the land without tilling it.
Half yearly farming skills development and tutorial pro-
grams help keep farmers informed about eco-friendly
farming as well as yield increase. Facilities for gardening,
demonstrations and shelter were offered at One Way
Christian Centre in Mutare under the leadership of the
Mususa family.

Ministry and discipleship

The UPCSA in Zimbabwe has been successful on many
fronts in building vital reforming congregations for wor-
ship, ministry and discipleship in new areas like Nda-
@argu)blope in Gweru; Zhombe; Rimbiki in Glendale;
Shackleton in Chinhoyi; in Gokwe; Chigodora in Mutare;
Zimuto in Masvingo among others. This ministry is visibly
supported by church conferences for ladies, men and
youth; also committee work on church and society to
bring unity, justice, peace and love; working with ecumen-
ical bodies, the ZCC, the ZCBC, the EFZ, Christian Care and
Zimbabwe Associated Church Hospitals (ZACH) to raise a
reconciled Christian community which exercises a pro-
phetic witness to Christ.

T 2

Conclusion B
Then Jesus ca

sai d, AL aut
on earth has b
Therefore go a
o f al | nat ons,
the name of t h
the Son and of
and teaching t
rything I have
And surely | a
to the very en

The UPCSA in Zimba-
bwe has provided
practical help and
dignity to hopeless
people through offer-
ing skills, finances,
materials, facilities
and prayers.
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Another of our ministers, Rev Chris Moore of Stirling
Presbyterian Church, also graduated from the same
course at the March graduation ceremony this year.

Presbyterian Phuml
Educar e Ce nsiekvsele

In 2002 a church elder in the newly established Presbyter-

ian Church in Masiphumelele was concerned that many
parents, including single mothers, could not go to work as
they had no-one to look after their small children. In oth-

er cases, children roamed the streets unsupervised. He
From the | ef: Prof . I'an Negahed a &Y in hisNHdk, but M 8r¥afwas the ndRE V -
Langer man and Dr . Mar i us NRal a year later about 60 children were looked after in

the shack that did duty as the church.

The following article appeared in the Kerkbode of the
Dutch Reformed Church earlier this year: Three wonderful, caring ladies were looking after them,

but they had no training and no facilities — not even elec-
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Nutritional support kept improving, and the children now
eat two well balanced meals per day. The highly motivat-
ed, dedicated staff is offering a pre-school programme
that ensures that the children are ready for primary
school by the time they leave, giving them a head start to

chil dr en

Grade R

school, especially with regards literacy and numeracy.
The Grade R children are taught basic English skills, as
some of them will attend English medium primary
schools.

A highlight of the school year is the Nativity Play, which
was started as the children seemed not to be part of
Christmas at all. This is presented in English and Xhosa
and is a simple but moving play, focussing on God’s great
love for us. In recent years the children have also blessed
the congregation of St Kiaran’s Presbyterian Church in
Fish Hoek with their play.

A Ak

Although we now receive a government subsidy, this

wonderful work has been made possible by the faithful
giving of many people, both local and overseas. God has
blessed us mightily and has enabled the work to continue
and to grow. Like ripples caused by a stone thrown in a
pond, we believe that the blessing these children receive
at the beginning of their lives will spread outwards as they
grow up.

THE LI
HATCHES!

CONGRATULATI ONS!

The UPCSA is pleased to announce a New Baby
Fa mtalleyE mmanu e |

EmmanuelisinKhut song Svenafonp CityEaxdt
the proud parents are Lekoa Presbytery and St Matthew’s,
Carletonville.

pract ci n gSeniteehave beenrhéldtimtige ogerkair kilces19 March

2012 on a church site that we have applied to purchase
from the City Council. About 30 to 40 people, largely chil-
dren, attend.

Khutsong South is a housing project of RDP, Gap and Free-
hold housing numbering about 25000 homes with full
community and commercial facilities planned, including
schools, créches, business premises and shopping centres.

At the moment we have RDP houses spreading out of
sight in all directions!

What are Emmanuel’s challenges?

9 A roof over our heads! We are praying for a container,
pre-fab or tent as there are no creches, halls or schools
within 3km. Pray for a roof, as open-air services are
not conducive to worship.

9 A work permit! We have a candidate to be the Church
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Development Evangelist but he is a refugee from Mala-
wi. Pray for the granting of a permit so that we may be
able to appoint him.

91 The church site! Pray that the site we are using may be
allocated to Emmanuel.

Please pray for this new baby! There has been no Presby-
terian witness in Khutsong for many decades and our ba-
by needs to grow and introduce people to Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit!

The Hugh Grant

MATCHES!

It is with a sense of joy and celebration that we share with
you the happenings of the Presbyterian work on the Be-
rea, Durban. After entering into discussions concerning

Rev

Potgieter

The Der ek

the Presbyterian footprint on the Berea and facing some
difficulties the three Sessions agreed to explore the possi-
bility of a merger of the three churches, namely: Berea
Presbyterian Church, Frere Road Presbyterian Church and
Stella Presbyterian Church. This proceeded and followed
the limited guidance of the manual and with joy and cele-
bration we became one church on Pentecost Sunday 27
May 2012.

DI SPATCHES!

Revs.

and

teen years after the Voortrekkers laid out the town of
Pietermaritzburg on what was virgin veld. The founders of
this church were Scottish immigrants to the Colony of Na-
tal and they were few in number. They experienced great
financial difficulty in erecting and maintaining the church
which they built in Kerkstraat. This building still stands
near the City Hall in what is now known as Church Street.
The building was deconsecrated in 1942 when it ceased to
be used as a church.

In 1997 the Presbyterian Church of Pietermaritzburg unit-
ed with the Pietermaritzburg Congregational Church in
Loop Street. The vacated Presbyterian Church building
was donated to the Presbytery of Drakensberg for contin-
ued use. Sadly the high cost of maintenance necessitated
the sale of this building and hence the deconsecration.

'ny\ﬂs Lisltolryaenn}phzs?sgslthee fact that the vital life of Chris-
tian groups lies in the people who constitute the groups
and not in the accommodation they use, important as
that is in their work. An obvious parallel is with the eter-
nal spirit of a believer and the transient human body in
which that spirit dwells. Equally transient are the names
that people give to towns and to streets.

The funds derived from the sale of the now deconsecrat-
ed building are to be used by the Presbytery for continu-
ing and expanding its work bearing in mind that it embod-

THE DECONSECRATI ON OF A C Hdd fRaghingBflGddk d@dpldldBer more than 150 years.

On 27th January 2013 a service of deconsecration was
held in a church building in the street in Pietermaritzburg
which has, in succession, been known as Longmark,
Longmarket and Langabilelele. This building, erected and
consecrated in the mid-1950’s by the congregation of the
Pietermaritzburg Presbyterian Church was, in fact, the
third church building erected on that particular site. This
congregation had been formed in 1942 by the union of
two existing congregations, namely the First Presbyterian
Church, established in 1850, and its off-shoot known as St
John’s Presbyterian Church. Significantly this congregation
birthed both Scottsville and Northdale Presbyterian
Churches.

The establishment of the First Presbyterian Church of Na-
tal in 1850 is remarkable because this happened only thir-

By Roy Roberts

STUDENT

At Scotsville

Early in 2010 Sylvia Baldock and | decided to open the
church to the local university students for prayer and
counselling and called it Student Helping Hands. Since
then another person has joined us for three days a week
and others for a month or two, or for days here and
there. The church should not be a place that is only
“abuzz” on Sundays, but should be a place of meeting
throughout the week where people can drop in and feel

HEL PI
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at home. To encourage the students to feel at ease in
coming into the church grounds we decided to sell hot
dogs and flavoured water. We kept the prices as low as
possible as our aim was not to make money. We put up a
large banner stating our mission and waited. We started
very slowly with only about 8-10 students coming
through on a day. Our first highlight was when a well
built rugby player student from across the road came in
for prayer for his financial grant. A few days later he came
triumphantly to tell us that it had come through. He
would also on occasions attend the church services.

We are open Mondays to Fridays from 10:30am to
1:30pm. At the beginning we used the equipment availa-
ble in the church. The microwave oven eventually expired
one Friday during our first year. On the Sunday we an-
nounced our problem to the congregation and after the
service there was a lovely modern microwave sitting in
the kitchen! A member of the congregation had been
driving around with this spare microwave in his boot!
What an encouragement that was to us! Plastic tables and
an umbrella in the garden enable the students to sit
around and chat to each other or work on assignments.

Over the years the numbers increased but not many came
for prayer so we started a Prayer Box where students
write their prayer requests down and we pray for them.
Last year we started a Midweek Prayer Meeting . So we
close from 12.30- 1.00 on Wednesdays for prayer. Only a
few attend but it is available for them. The church is al-
ways open for students to go in for private prayer. We
also have a Bible verse on the counter. Last year someone
donated a variety of old Bible reading booklets and we
put out a few at a time with a notice to “Take one”. These
are taken fairly steadily.

Due to the various issues that students face we compiled
information sheets on : budgeting, basic grocery lists,
simple menus, relationships, study and exam techniques.
We also leave these on the counter and students will pick
these up, look at them and ask for a copy. These also
help to initiate conversations. Over the years we have got

to know the regulars so we have the opportunity to chat
to them and find out how their studies are going. We can
be busy at times and during really busy days last year
were selling up to 120 hot dogs a day.

This is a self-funding ministry and profit made has ena-
bled us to replace and buy other items for the church.
But our main drive is showing that God cares for the stu-
dents who come through our gates. What keeps us going
is when students in really painful places come asking us to
pray for and with them. It is so good to have them come
back later to tell us how God has worked things out for
them. This year we are hoping to get a group of students
who attend our church to run Student Helping Hands on a
few days a month. They will get the profits for those days
to run the Youth Group at Church.

| am sure each church in the country could look at the
place where God has placed them and ask God how He
would like them to be a hand of care and love to those
around. There are many lonely, hurting people who would
enjoy a place they could drop into during the week and
then leave refreshed and more ready to face the world.
There are churches who run coffee shops, drop ins for
homeless, creches etc., ideas are endless. Retired people
could form the backbone of the group but others could be
involved on a less regular basis. Various members of the
congregation also find it a place they can pop in for a chat.

THE | NTERNATI
SOCIETY |

By Boet Scl

van

Greetings from The International = :
Sailors’ Society in Southern Afri- Sa l 'O rS
ca. The Sailors' Society provides a SOCiet
personal lifeline for seafarers in 2 y
all our ports from Richards Bay —
through to Cape Town. Our Chap-
lains - the very lifeblood of our organisation - are at the
core of our mission and ministry to merchant seafarers,
whether it be visiting the crew on merchant ships, provid-
ing trauma counselling for piracy victims, visiting seafarers
stranded in hospital, assisting in disaster situations or
comforting the bereaved.

Yy

Our Chaplains visit hundreds of ships each year and have
many opportunities to minister into the lives of the
196,000 souls on board — literally “from all nations” [see
The Great Commission Mt 28:16-20].

They unconditionally befriend seafarers and provide wel-
fare, pastoral and spiritual support to those who need it -
without distinction for faith, denomination, ethnic back-
ground or nationality. The continuing presence of our
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Father Christmas hel ps
Chaplains is vital to the well being of merchant seafarers
who are constantly isolated from normal humanity, are
lonely and need a real sense of belonging. They provide
many of the things personal to seafarers that are found

nowhere else.

& his Linda

L2 X
Boet

wi f e,

May we invite you to come alongside? We would love to
tell you more of this amazing ministry that started 135
years ago in Durban. Contact us on the numbers or Email
address below and we would count it a privilege to give a
short presentation or address in your church or to your

group.

Contact: Rev. J. D. [Boet] van Schalkwyk
International Sailors' Society, Southern Africa
Tel/Fax: 031 301 4380 Mobile: 083 301 8022
padre@saiss.co.za or office@saiss.co.za
WWW.Saiss.c0.za

Chapl ai

prepar e

GREET GOD’ S NEW (

By the Rev. Mar tn
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The account of the resurrection on that first Easter morn-
ing says much to us at this time in our history. Southern
Africa is ravaged by drought and this has aggravated the
suffering brought on by global economic recession. South
Africa is torn apart by possibly the most terrible violence
in all its history. The country is further destabilised by po-
litical uncertainty.

How apt is the comment by Tom Torrance of Edinburgh:
‘Today we live between the disruption of old ways and
the emergence of new ways. It is a difficult period of tran-
sition in which moral bankruptcy and social chaos are
rampant’. Is he writing about us? He could have been. But
he wasn’t. He was writing about Britain.

Lund,

Pr
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The resurrection of the Saviour happened at first light, the
beginning of a new day. But that was not just the begin-
ning of a new day; it was the start of a new era.

Everything from then on was to be seen in a new light,
even the blackest death! Everything was to wear a new
face. Even history itself demanded a new calendar to
measure the new age of grace. Christian tradition has it
that God began creation on the first day of the week.
Here, in the resurrection of ‘him through whom all things
were made’, was set in motion the transformation of the
whole creation.

¢CKSNBE gFa | INBI G
Angther signjficance @f the resurregtion {s ghe drergen-
dous upheaval that accompanied it. The very foundations
of the earth were shaken and even the kingdom of the
evil one has been shaken to its roots — never to recover
again — by the all-conquering power of life which flows
from God.
¢KS Fy3aSt NRfttSR lFgleée (K
This, too, is significant of the resurrection. God dealt with
death on that day and the tomb, instead of being the end
of life, became the tunnel to eternal life. Easter says that
God is concerned about creating a new world. Often the
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process is painful. We know some of that pain, but as we EASTER WORD FI ND

recognise and remember that God is committed to history
and is involved in history, we take hope that the pain and John 11:25-26
suffering and death are not completely in vain, but are all
tied up in the process of God’s grace and purpose unfold- H

ing.
® ® dFyR GKSYy KS alid R2gy

Mission accomplished.

- M
™

Task completed.

Nothing to fear.

ot o - S = [ =

God’s purpose has been achieved.

m C = I XX M

Easter says that God is greater than this world and he is
greater than the prince of the world. The resurrection
event is the defeat of satan and his legions, but the mop-
ping up operations are still in process. We are involved in
a battle with the forces of evil, but Easter is the guarantee
that God will triumph in the end over all manifestations of
evil, all suffering, pain and death. Easter says that there is
no barrier that God cannot and will not remove so that his
purpose may be fulfilled. Easter says we are to rest in this
assurance and join in the fray with confidence, no matter
how strong or convincing the evidence to the contrary
may be.
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BELIEVE EVEN JESUS
Thanks be to God. LlFE L|VE NEVER
RESURRECTION SAID THOUGH
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The views or opinions presented in the Presbyterian Link may not necessarily represent the official position of the UPCSA.
Submissions
We welcome submissions from anyone. Please submit photos as well. The editors of the Presbyterian Link reserve the right to
edit/adapt or decline articles submitted to it.
Submissions can be emailed to submissions@unitingpresbyterian.org
Feedback

We would love to hear from our readers regarding any article.
Please feel free to email us at: youropinion@unitingpresbyterian.org Like us on FaceBook

Executive Editor: The General Secretary; Editorial Team: Mrs J Morrison, Rev. J Brummer: presbylink@ unitingpresbyterian.org
A publication of the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa, by the Communications Committee.
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